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FOETUNE SEEKINa IN THE CAPITAL; 



Ihis is not intended for a préface ; it is merely an 
observation which the author wishes to prefiix to his 
taie. Ail that is hère related, with the exception of 
the names of the persons, and of a few détails which 
do not in any way aôect the ground-work of the story 
— 18 true, and haa heen witnessed hy the author, 

Although he has not resided yery long in Paris, he 
conld relate ûve or six historiés as sad as this one, 
or even more so ; — ^more so, inasmuch as, in the pré- 
sent case, some Christian and charitable persons were 
sent by the Almighty to the assîstuice of those whose 
day-dreams and disappointments are about to be de- 
tailed ; while, for the most part, the unhappy beings 
whd are driven to Paris by ambition, and kept there 
by their pride until they fall victims to the privations 
they hâve to endure, die without consolation in this 
world, or hope in that which is to corne. 

In ail thèse moomful taies we should find the same 
pride, the same delosions, the same altemations of 
comfort and destitution, the same im.^x<^^\àja3Sb5:fô^^£s>^ 
the same trials. 



autnor bas aone aii ne couia, vy ucbv;iimi 
has seen : it now only remains for him to 
Divine blessing upon thèse pages, and shoii 
Buade any of those unfortunate beings who 
to suflfer and die at Paris, to be conter 
bonest and industrious occupations of a 

bo will tbank God for it, from tbe very d 

boart. 
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CHAPTER I. 

DAY-DBEAMS. — ^DEPABTUBE. 

" This is mère vegetating — one cannot call it living ! " 
cried Leopold Firmin, one evening, starting up sud- 
denly from the chimney-comer, where hc had sat 
leaning back in his chair for nearly an hour without 
speaking. 

His mother-in-law and lier son could not refrain 
from uttenng an exclamation of surprise. As to his 
wife, who was working at the table, she merely shrug- 
ged her shoulders and made him a little sign, which 
meant, " Be quiet, they Tnll not understand you." 

" Yes," repeated Leopold, more loudly, " this is to 
vegetate ; not to live I " 

He paced twice up and down the room^ and thcn 
stopped before the desk at which his brother-in-law, 
Charles Mandar, was balancing the day-book. 

" Do you call it living ? " continued he, becoming 
more and more excited, " to pass your time in weigh- 
ing out coffee and candies from moming till night, in 
a misérable little country town, as you do, Charles ? 
Do you call it living, to walk behind a plough from 
sunrise to sunset, as our cousin Peter does ! Do you 
call it living, to go out ^mii^\$^ VJùfe \«^^Vst ^<5iHS^asi53«. 
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"Well, then, mother," cried Leopold, turning to- 
wards her, "I am sorry that Charles did hold his 
tongue. If he had spoken out,I should hâve explained 
ail my plans to him : and now you would neither of 
you- be so shocked." 

'' My dear son-în-law/' interrupted Madame Mandar, 
who began to perceive that something unwelcome 
was impending, " explain yourself now ; I am ready 
to listen to you, and I hope the Lord will enable us 
ail to speak mildly and temperately." 

" Certainly, mother, COTtainly," replied Leopold, in a 
softened tone. 

" Let me explain it ail to my mother," cried Mary, 
fearful that Leopold might give way to his natnral 
warmth of temper. 

She laid down her work, took a seat beside Madame 
Mandar, and taking her hand, began rather timidly: — 

"Youknow, that about eighteen months ago, Ber- 
nard got tired of not fiinding employment, — '* 

"He could hâve foond plenty," interrupted Charles 
" but my gentleman gave himself airs ; he would nei- 
ther Icam a trade, nor work as a labourer, nor go to 
service, nor anything else that I know of." 

"In short, "mother," continued Mary in a firmer 
tone, " Bernard was conscious of having capacities for 
which he could find no employment hère. You must 
admit that Sauveterre does not offer a very wide field 
for a clever, intelligent man, likc Bernard ; so he set 
off ; and a month after his arrivai at Paris he wrote us 
a letter. — Go and fetch it, Leopold." 

" Thcre is no occasion, my dear," said Madame Maa- 
dar with a sigh ; I knovi Wvç \^\Xft\^ ^^ ^^^^'î^ 

B % 
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hère a fortnight witbout getting abetter situation than 
mine: for, to do you justice, you are steadier than 
I am, and you haye more information. But even if 
you did not, you could give lessons at five francs each, 
and you would be very unlucky if, at the end of two or 
three weeks, you did not get a place in some office, 
worth at least a thousanï francs. That is less than 
you ought to expect, I know, but still it is botter than 
forty sous ! Your wife being a good workwoman, 
would ûnd employment in the establishment of Pal- 
myre, (the most fashionable dressmaker) ; at the end 
of a twelvemonth at the outside, she could set up for 
herself, and clear one or two thousand francs a year. 
This, you see, is a matter of reason and calculation : 
but about the delights of Paris — the élégance, the 
gaiety, the théâtres — I will be silent, andonly address 
myself to your good sensé ; consult that, and do not 
sufier yourself any longer to be buried beneath the 
pressure of mediocrity.' " 

'^Merciful Father,'* exclaimed Madame Mandar, 
raising her clasped hands to heaven, '^grant that he 
may indeed consult his own good sensé, and not liston 
to such deceitful words ! " Then giTing way to her 
feelings, and shuddering at the danger which threatened 
her daughter and son-in-law, she coyered her face with 
her handkerchief, and wept and prayed in silence. 

Mary threw herself into her mother's arms, while 
Leopold paced the room with ill-concealed impatience. 

When ail had recorered their calnmess, Charles said 
quietly, '^this letter is eighteen months old; I am 
surprised that Bernard should not hâve written to any 
one since that time.*' 



i 



''*'» *eie ,> !!" * ""o^ of that » , 



IN THE CAPITAL. 13 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, and it will be grantçd 
you." 

'^ My dear Mother/' said Leopold, in a softened tone, 
*' I am qoite willing to pray ; but still there are circom- 
stances in wMch we ought to be goided by our reason, 
which was given us for that very pnrpose. We may 
sometimes manage onr own affairs, without always 
expecting that God sliould bnsy Himself about ns. 

" What, tben, is the meaning of thèse words of Scrip- 
ture, ^ Askj and ye shall receive; seek, and ye 8haU 
find ; knocky and it shaU be opened unto you* f and 
of thèse, * Pray without ceasing ;' and again, * The 
very hoirs of your head are aJl numhered ' / and of 
many other passages besîdes, which show that God's 
will and His love towards us are called into action, 
even in the niost trifling concerns of our lives. ? 

*' They are a great encouragement for us, certainly, 
but " 

*^ They arc God^s commands," said Madame Mandar, 
gravely. 

" You are right, mother, interrupted Charles ; who, 
although naturally pious, was not as yet animated by a 
living faith — "you are quite right, but this is not 
exactly the question at présent. Like you, I would 
advise Leopold and Mary to pray to God, and implore 
His guidance ; and I am quite ready to join with them 
this very evening in doing so : but, first of ail, I want 
them to open their eyes and their reason to understand 
the foUy of going to settle at Paris." Then, tuming 
to Leopold, who, with folded arms, seemed to listen 
with impatience to his words, — ^" You hâve spoken to 
mo," he continued, ** of Betnax^^ «ojttf:«^\\^Bss^^^^ssssi^ 



FourusK sBKsraa 

il that tt may be ao, thongh I do not bdîeve il 
Il admit, morcoTCT, that LemiciTe, Fanny, and tb 
liaiid'f maj havc madc foitancs ; bot vb&t ilo jw 
Bf Adolphe Lcmon, who came back hat jeai to di 
s:umption, tbU odd and want had lasteiM) 
1 him I and of Rcemui, who, diÎTen bj want ti 
I and caoght in tbe &ct, was tbroim into pria» 
e taet «i(h lascals «iio nined his chancto 



it agam to suai, — w 

I dqIj Io coioe out and steal again, — and then 

10 Btiil from crime to crime, be was at lengtl 

I tbe gallejs, ftom whicfa lie will probaUi 

sape to become a ronrdcier! And tbea then 

Ihe Brignels, — thej enjoyed thûr good things al 

1 and tbca %ttlcd at Paris mtb bù mach show ni 

|th, that cverj onc iras astoDÎEhed at it ; and aft«i 

■ jcars of suffi-riDg and hmnilïation thcj wew 

> back hère to be a bnrdcii to otha 

Itiy peoplo, to beg a coat from Fêter, and a Utll< 

y from John, and to b?gin again to labour ban 

lav bï a feir sous.'" 
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surprised either that Rosman should hayc corne to 
such a bad end, for he was always idle and onsteady. 
And as for the Brignels, why did they live in such an 
expensiye style, instead of beginning by working hard 1 
No, no, brother, ail we hâve to do is to ayoid those 
snares, and to go steadily on in the right way, and 
then ail will go right, and we shall corne back rich 
and respected to oor good old mother ! " And Mary, as 
she concluded, threw her arms round Madame Man- 
dar's neck, who, howeyer, did not smile, but looked 
moomfully at her daaghter, as she replied : 

^'You are right my child, it is only necessaryto 
be peifect ! But you forget the trials that Qod scnds 
us." 

" Oh ! for those He wiU proyide Himself." 

^'No doubt He will, Mary, but not in the way you 
think." 

And Madame Mandar sighed. She had held her 
daughter to be both more sensible and more pîous ; 
she thought that her care and pains ought to hayo 
produced a better resuit ; what she had leamt that 
eyening quite oyercame her. 

^^Well," said Charles, laughing, for he could not 
bear sadness, ^ well, Leopold, and when do you mean 
to set off ?" 

«Why, I hardly know," replied he, half gaily, half 
seriously; "perhaps in about two months, at the 
beginning of the winter." 

Thèse words were followed by a gênerai silence,—- 
Charles was struck dumb, he had no idea that matters 
had gone so £ur, — ^Madame Mandar beheld the fears 
which had been weighing mi^oti \vç?t \ûx '^'^ ^swâ^\issçl5. 
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IN THE CAPITAL. 17 

by every possible means to dissuade him from his 
dangerous project ; but seeing that he only clung to 
it the more obstinately, that his character was becom- 
ing soured, and that he neglect^d his work, so that 
the collecter dismissed him and many of his pupils 
were about to give him up, and feeling also that at 
Firmin's âge, (thirty-two years) a man is to a cer- 
tain degree his own master, and must take upon him- 
self to be responsible for his own actions, M. Dubois 
gave notice to Madame Mandar that^e shoold make no 
further attempts to persuade Leopold, '^because/' said 
he, '' too determined an opposition will do moie harm 
that good, and perhaps Qod may haye some painful but 
salutary expérience in store for this young couple." 

For the last time ail the dangers of the under- 
taking were conscientiously laid before Monsieur and 
Madame Firmin; for the last time Leopold replied 
to every argument by some false reasoning, and at 
length Madame Mandar said in a tone of sorrowful 
résignation : " My children, I cannot approve the step 
you are taking, which from the bottom of my heart 
I condemn, but you are free to^act, make use of your 
.liberty, and may Gfod hâve mercy upon you." 

Neither Leopold nor Mary heeded the afiecting 
ténor of this speech ; the word liberty was the only 
one they heard. Although, ever since the evening 
on which the idea of going to settle at Paris had 
first been broached, they had uséd this liberty to make 
secret préparations for departure, they yet shnink 
from demanding it openly and as it were by force. 
When it was granted, they grasped at it mtK ^&f- 
light. 



«MAuibure and boasehold atensils 
themselyes at Paris,) and the p< 
standing her disapprobation, robb 
her daughter's little treasore. M 
by tums, and looked with pride s 
table doths, and napkins, folded } 
tronk, and at the well filled mo 
hosband's desk. She fanded hersel 
as a dress-maker, with a whole t 
nnder her orders, making gowns i 
and herself dressed like a lady, (i 
necessary in order to appear in th 
ments ;) and who coold tell ? perh 
and rank of her costomers increas* 
some sort of conyeyance — a very hu: 
at first she would go in the omi 
hackney coach, and then she wov 
a carriage, and hâve servants, and 
a handsome apartment; and the 
fresh visions of success. 

Leopold, who lan»^*»^ "^ ^ — 
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formed with triumphant snccess ; his ExcdUncy asto- 
nished at this, would send for bîm to his closet, and, 
surprised at the capacity be displayed, wonld confide 
to him the discharge of some délicate mission. In 
this he would succeed beyond ail expectation, and 
then he would make^bis way with startling rapidity, 
become the head of some office, a counsellor of state — 
soua-préfety — 'préfet!* and when in his imagination 
he had reached that pinnacle, dazzled, and almost 
bewildered, he would bury his head in his hands^ 
and remain for hours absorbed in the contemplation 
of his future greatness. 

Thèse castles in the air were not confessed to 
Madame Mandar, or to Charles ; the former would baye 
wept, the latter laughed at them ; the husband and wife 
reserved the pleasure of talking them over till they were 
alone, and when they had confided their mutual follies 
to one another, they thought they loved each other the 
better, because they were partners in absurdity. 

Yielding to his mother-in-law in one point only, 
Leopold agreed to spend the winter at Sauveterre, 
so as to bave the fine weather before them when they 
went to Paris ; and accordingly on the first of April, 
after taking an afiectionate leave of Madame Mandar, 
Charles, and the neighbours, he got into the diligence,f 
with Mary, joyfully exclaiming, "We are going to 
make our fortune at Paris." 



'^ French civil aulhorities. Every départaient bas its pr^et and 
souê-pr^t. 

f A very large &iaKe-QO«<îkv xsafc^Ssv'^TWsR»» 
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CHAPTER II. 

PABIS. 

While Leopold and Maiy are roUing along in tho 
heayy diligence ; while Madame Mandar has retired 
to her chamber to weep and pray undisturbed^ and 
Charles, endeayouring by employment to banish sor- 
row, has retumed to his business, we will endeavour 
briefly to make our reader acquainted with the social 
position of the young couple whose history we hâve 
undertaken to relate. 

Leopold and Mary were members of two poor but 
respectable familles at Sauveterre. Leopold, early 
left an orphan and unprovided for, received^ thanks 
to his protectors, what is called a libéral éducation ; 
which means no more than that he had studied super- 
ficially most of the elementary sciences, (of which his 
quick intelligence had enabled him rapidly to acquire 
a gênerai notion, while his self-conceit persuaded him 
that he had mastered them thoroughly,) and that his 
leaming, which in a village and with the help of kind 
friends, placed him in a tolerably high position, at 
Paris, and where he had only himself to dépend upon, 
would not suffice to raise him in any dcgrcc from 
obscurity. 



Df the patemal inberitance, and Charle 
rovided for the daily wants of his mother a: 
, and woold soflice for his children should 
ny. He coonted also upon his wife, a go 
ressmaker and an old school-fellow of Mary 
t him in providing for the maintenance of tl 
)usehold. 

luch for the outward circomstanoes ci tl 
the preceding chapter will hâve given 
itly clcar idea of the character of its seyer 
s. 

me Mandar was a woman of sincère pîety ar 
ith, who enjoyed that peace of mind whic 
)à by the assurance of salvation, through tl 
of oor Savioor; ail thèse blessings wer 
, in some degree, over-clouded by an hi 
lelancholy^ caused by a long séries of misfoi 
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had neither the uneyenness of spirits and temper, 
nor the irritability and harhness, which will hence- 
forward no doubt préjudice him in the opinion 
of the reader. He was rather seliish, as we ail 
are ; he had a good deal of pride, as we ail hâve ; 
and he defended obstinately ail those ideas and 
opinions which in any way afiected bis self-love, as 
we ail do ; lastly, it was oiùy at rare intervals that he 
struggled against thèse eyil tendencies and neyer com- 
pletely overcame them, as we never do so long as we 
do not rightly know and loTe our Saviour. 

Doring the first few hours of the joumey, Mary was 
plunged in the deepest affliction ; and when Leopold 
spoke to her, her tears only flowed the faster, so that, 
after a few fruitless attempts to diyert her mind, he 
desisted and trusted to the fayourable influence of the 
joumey to soothe her grief. 

What LeopiM expected soon came to pass. At the 
nuMnent of parting, aU the eyils of the enterprize 
had risen yiyidly before Mary's eyes ; she had had a 
presentimeiit of the dangers to which shc and her 
husband were exposing themselyes, and of the dis- 
appointments and sufferings, which were perhaps in 
store for them ; but what had the most painfully 
impressed her was the recollection of her conduct 
towards her mother, — ^her mother who loved her so 
dearly, who had never advised her but for her good, 
and was now old and in bad health. She was leaving 
her for a very long time, in spite of her advice and 
her entreaties; and if her grief should shorten 
Madame Mandar's days ! if Mary were never to see her 
again ! This thought, when she dared to dwcll upon 



ncli and prosperous, retoming to { 
icopold, and the pretty children bon 
)uld hasten to Charlcs's house, where 
31 mother in good health, though 
then after many affectionate embraces 
r would take her grandchildren on 
mire them, and admire also the alten 
f her daugher and son-in-law ; th 
their rapid success at Paris, and 
r would shake her head and say, *^ ] 
Qod bas blessed you." Mary having 
ight of happiness, would not be at s 
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formcr companions, kind and natural 
ry one would say, " Only think how th» 
rospered, but it must be owned that 
it ! " In short, eyery thing succeeded 
it being the case, Mary, whose brigh 
ed her tears, began to look out of the 
Q amusement which this aôbrded h( 
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was long for people little used to a carriage. Mary 
felt shaken to pièces, and Leopold's long legs ached ; 
but what mattered it, they would soon arrive, and so 
they did. 

It would be difficult to describe the feelings of 
delight of Monsieur and Madame Firmin. The 
suburbs had seemed to them very ugly and dirty, 
but when they reached the Place de la Bastille, and 
passed in front of the Column of July, and drove 
àlong the interior Boulevards,* Leopold was in a state 
of silentand repressed admiration as became a superior 
man, while Mary uttered a séries of exclamations and 
expressions of simple wonder, which more than once ex- 
cited the smiles of her travelling companions, and con- 
sequentlyprovokeda gestureof impatience from Leopold 

The splendid shops ; the bonnets and caps tasteMly 
arranged in the large plate glass Windows of the milli- 
ners ; the silks displayed in wavy folds at the mercers ; 
the clocks, the bronzes, the furniture, the china, 
rapidiy succeeding one another ; and then the crowd, 
the noise^ a squadron of lancers galloping past, their 
anns glittering and their scarlet plumes waving in 
the air, the funeral procession of a peer of France 
displaying its gloomy pomp on the Boulevard, with 
a hundred other varied sights, so dazzled the eyes and 
captivated the attention of both Leopold and Mary, 
that they found themselves standing in the court-yard 
of the diligence office, without clearly understanding 
how they had got there. 

Leopold did not well know to whom to address 

* Formerly the ramparts of Paris ; now bto^A «sA \s»5!àsksvs»ss, 
streets planted with trees. 



peiving, at last, amongHt the crowd of tuay people 

T and coming aronud bini, a pooc lame mas, who 

Iblacking EboeB in a comcT, lie applied to hiin for 

Tuatioii. IIo Boanned Iieopold and his wife wîtli 
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Hotd du Midi was not like the Wliite Cross, at 
Sauveterre, situatcd in a pretty market-place, in the 
foll Sun. The host was not like the host of the White 
Cross, civil, obliging, always ready to talk of his own 
affairs, and equally so to listen to those of his guests. 
The Hotd du Midi, placed in a narrow street, enjoyed 
only a grey and dingy twilight, and the landlord, 
when he had shown M. and Mdme. Firmin their 
room, went away, having other business to attend to. 
Mary several times opened her door without seeing 
any one, she sate sad and solitary through thèse four 
tedious hours, and, when Leopold came at last, she 
could not help embracing him in spite of a little 
lemaining anger. 

It was decided that they would not remain another 
day at the Hotd dM Midi, but on the morrow they 
woold at once look eut for a small apartment, 
fumish it, and take up their abode there. ''But," 
added Leopold, ''you cannot corne out withme dressed 
as you are, i>eople would laugh at us. You must hâve 
a good dress-maker to fit you out ; the gown that she 
fîimishes you, will serve as a pattem for those you 
will make yourself, and while you are putting your 
dress in order, I will look out for a lodging, and 
purchase the fumiture and such stores and other 
articles as are most necessary." 

Mary sighed deeply at the idea of remaining alone 
another whole day, perhaps two days, perhaps more ; 
but she submitted to what Leopold called reason, 
though she thought such reason both hsùrsh and 
unkind. 

We will not dwell u^on t\v<5k \r^wss^ ^S. ^^S^ssic^^ 
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to possess ; they had therefore agreed that^ before 
setting seriously to work, it would be quite reasonable 
to make themselves thoronghly acquainted with Pans 
and to enjoy some of its pleasures. Besides, Maiy had 
things to make for herself, and household arrange- 
ments to attend to, which, if she were to enter Pal- 
myre's establishment at once, would ail be lefk undone. 
Leopold, for his part, thought it would be wise to 
acqnire some knowledge of the world, and to make 
himself a little acquainted with the Parisian cha- 
racter, which was the more necessary as he was as yet 
peifectly ignorant of what might be the career which 
awaited him. They went out vralking ; they yisited the 
public buildings and frequented the théâtres; they 
often dined at a restaurant^ 8y* because that saved 
time, and time was precious, and besides, ail things 
oonsidered, it scarcely cost more to dine there than to 
dine at home. Thus they went on looking about them, 
and amosing themselyes, every day spending a little 
more than the som they had allowed themselves, and 
eyeiy eyéning promising thernselves to make up for it 
the nezt day. They would work a little, too, by fits 
and starts, she at her sewing, he at spécimens of wri- 
ting and arithmetic, or eztracts of geography and 
history, which were to serve as samples of his attain- 
ments ; and both pntting off, from week to week, ail 
serions care for the future. 

Bat those people must hâve been mad ! will some sé- 
vère reader exclaim. Reader, they were not more mad 
than others who postpone their duties to their pleasures. 

This mode of life, while it lightened their porse, did 
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grcat difficulty in finding the Michauds. Thcy lodged 
in a small street at the end of the Faubourg St. Mar- 
ceau* ; M. and Mdme. Firmin mount^d to the sixth 
floor, knocked at the door of the room which had been 
pointed out to them, and could scarcely recognize the 
blooming Madame Michaud in the thin pale woman 
who opened the door, with one child in her arins, while 
another hung on to the skirt of her gown. 

The Toom was so small that three people wcre enough 
to fin it. Madame Michaud sat down on the bed with 
her children, while M. and Mdme. Firmin seated them- 
selves on the two chairs which formed the whole of 
the fumiture. Madame Michaud, who had also found 
it difiicult to recognize Leopold and Mary, in their 
handsome Faiisian outfit» uttered an exclamation of 
surprise on hearing their names ; they embraced, and 
chatted long together. Madame Michaud said that 
she had sulTered much and long from want of employ- 
ment, and " want of forseight," added she, with a sigh. 

She did not enter into many détails : it was painfiil 
to her to dwell upon her past suôerings and présent 
embarassments : but she said that her hcalth was weak- 
cned, that she was not easy about that of her children, 
that her husband, who worked as a joumeyman tan- 
ner, got good wages indecd, but at the cost of too 
much fatigue, and that both had but one wish, one 
object, which was — ^to lay by money enough to pay 
their joumey home, and settle theraselves once more, 
quietly and humbly, at Sauveterre. 

This history was unwelcome to Leopold ; less because 
it excited his pity than because it tcndod to destro^ 

♦ Faubourg, «^«\iX»>Kc\\. 



? uvtu lu a very prosperoiis condition: — Gk 
b may continue. But if yen knew what want 

I, and cold, and sickness ^" She wonld hx\ 

ed, but paused, checked by a sort of pride 
n, blushing, she resumed, — ^' in short, we hai 
ch to go through : my hc^Ith is destroyed, tba 
lusband impaired, and we intend to letum t 
ve place." 

blushed too, when she heard Jane speak o 

is a prosperous condition. The conversation 

as gradually becoming constrained, soon end 

. they parted almost coldly. 

ight of the smaU unfumished room, of thc 

thinlyT;lad woman, and her sad confession ci 

restrained by a lingering feeling of pride, 

e a deep impression upon Mary. At first, hei 

been strongly excited ; and then a rapid glanoe 

on herself, had awoke in hftr. Rprinnc <*-nA 
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witli a forced laugh, " are Paul Lemierre and his wife 
in such a misérable plight ? Those are people who are 
élever and good managers ; the husband, house-steward 
at the Duke of P/s, the wife, at thehead of a great mil- 
lineiy establishment. For my part, I should not permit 
you to foUow Madame Lemierre's line of business ; and 
I think it very foolish of Paul to be content with such 
a situation : to be always dépendant upon the pleasure 
of a superior ; for my part I would not submit to it ; 
but, at any rate, they are rich, they do not lodge in a 
garret, nor wait ail day for a meal which is not always 
forthcoming at night ; they can allow themselves in- 
dulgences, and afibrd them to their friends. Hâve 
they not made us acquainted with the best théâtres ? 
Did they not give us tickets for '* 

" Y es," interrupted Mary, " but, on the other hand, 
did we not pay ail the expenses of the excursions we 
made with them to Versailles, and to St. Germains, 
and of several dinners at the restauraivC s^ and of I do 
not know how many pleasure-parties ? " 

"Well, what does that prove?" cried Leopold, you 
do not understand my meaning. What I said, and 
what I maintain, is this-^that with good management, 
intelligence and activity, people always do, and always 
will, succeed at Paris." 

Mary was silent : she knew Leopold well, and wished 
neither to irritate him nor to confirm him in his own 
opinion, which was very often the conséquence of 
disputing it. But, although it was not without 
sorrow that she contemplated the widening distance 
betwcen hcrself and hcr husband ; and although by 
dint of rci)cating to lici t\i"aA. ^«^i ^Qvi^\ t^'^N» xis^SKSîè^îis^ 
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Leopold shrugged his shoulders. 

" Yes," continued Mary, " we hâve been very wrong ; 
we haye fallen into ail the snares wLich we boasted 
that we should avoid. And now, yes, now, we are 
alinost reduced to want ! Oood heayens ! what shall 
we do, if in a week's time we do not ûnd employment. 
Sixty francs ! Oh, my mother— my poor mother ! " 
and Mary burst into tears. 

"Your mother r* said Leopold drily, **if your 
mother were hère she would forbid you to give way 
to ail the follies of your imagination ; she would tell 
you to strive to support your husband, instead of 
weakening his courage ; she would be energetic, and 
you are only foolishly frightened." 

Mary, chilled by his tone and words, looked at 
Leopold, took his hand and murmured, ^'Is it pos- 
sible r 

Her look recalled Leopold to himself, ^^Forgiye me^ 
said he, after pacing the room once or twice in silence^ 
" forgive me, but try to be strong, to see things as they 
are ; above ail, beÛeye me when I tell you that far 
from our situation being a desperate one, we are on 
the eve of the greatest prosperity." 

'^ How so," asked Mary almost ready to smile at such 
a prospect, ^ " How so 1 — ^why because if instead of 
having 60 francs remaining, we had 160 or 200, we 
should hâve gone on doing nothing ; instead of which 
hère we are brought to reason ail at once ! As soon 
as to-morrow cornes you shall go and ôffer yourself 
to Palmyre, and I wiÛ go to my friend Lemierre ; we 
will call upon the influential friends of his ma&t^it^ 
and upon oui Membei, «isA^iXwL V»Q-\siî5?««^ ^^-èûsSî^ 

i 



two days after our arrivai ; there, si 
Do not tell her of our follies, it woi 
uncasy and get us a scolding, and 
now that we hâve corne to our senst 
that we hâve seen Paris, that we arc 
scttled, that we are on the eve of 
rcalized, that we love her very much 
aU." 

'^Shall I mention the letter of 
to his friends that M. Dubois, ga^ 
you know, tliat you did not choose t 

" That letter which was of course 
lecture like those of M. Dubois ?— 
at the bottom of the box, — ^write ' 
you and nothing more." 

Wlien the letter was finished the 
continued chatting together some lii 
plans of economy, promising themsc 
romittingly, and recovering confidei 
up the value of their fumiture, of th 
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CHAPTER III. 

SEEKINQ EHPLOYMENT. 

Thb veiy next day, Leopold and Mary set seriously to 
work to seek for employment. Leopold, who aspired 
to nothing less than a situation as secretary to a peer, or 
in a goyemment office, was presented by his friend 
Lemierre to two or tbree personages of high rank. 
Before the week was over, however, Paul Lemierre, 
tired of escorting and recommending M. Firmin, gave 
notice that his business would not admit of his accom- 
panying him any longer, and left him to hia own 
resources, after giving him the address of several influ- 
ential persons. 

Who can teU ail the rebuffs that Leopold met with, — 
ail the mortifications he had to endure ? The haughty 
réception of one, the supercilious protecting manner 
of another, the indifférence of a third, the refusai of a 
fourth, — were much barder trials to his self-love than 
the State of mediocrity, the unpretending position in 
which he had liyed at Sauveterre. But none of thèse 
things sufficed to open his eyes. Was not the future 
before him, with ail its splendid promises ? To-mor- 
row, after to-morrow, next week, next month at latest, 
would he not behold the accomplishment of ail hU 
hopes? 
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ply, " No success ! " — ^how often would he give vent 
to bursts of indignation against what he called the 
insolence of the great, the selfishness of the rich, the 
injustice of society. The great ! they were unpardon- 
able for not discovering the splendour of genius in u 
humble garb, and under a plebeian name. The rich ! 
they would rather sordidly hoard up their gold, than 
spend it to enrich mankind with the labours of a supc- 
rior mind. Society ! a curse upon it ; it could not 
bestow an income of ten or twenty thousand francs 
upon unappreciated talent. 

Thèse déclamations, which Leopold borrowed ready 
made from the first sorry newspaper he met with, 
apparently satisfied his wounded pride, for the next 
day, that veiy man who had seemed to trample in his 
scom on ail human distinction, would again besiegc 
the rich, the noble, and the powerfîil ; and again draw 
down upon himself, by his importunity, hard words or 
abrupt refusais. 

Let not the reader say that it was the pride or the 
harshness of the upper classes which debased the clia- 
racter of Leopold. It was his own vanity which did 
80. Was it want, was it thirst for occupation, that 
reduced him to so painfully dépendant a position? 
No, I again repeat it, no. It was the passionate désire 
to raise himself above the station in which God had 
placed him ; to àttain at once to ail the advantages of 
fortune, without trouble and without labour ; it was 
that, and that only, which made him submit to this 
moral dégradation. 

Leopold*s irritability increased. The humiliations 
which he would not acknowledge,th<i ^^"s\Vi>k\^ ^^vi^ss^ 



Poor Mary ! She, too, had met wiiu mv*.— 
le, too, had seen her illusions hâe away. At 
yre's she had been dismissed without her req 
eing even listened to. From another she experie 
similar réception, and with the same resuit, 
lad applied at many dress-making establishments 
me, work was wanting ; at another there were air 
too many hands ; at a third, she was asked wherf 
came from, and what recommendations she had to 
duce, and when she mentioned the utterly unk 
name of Mdlle. Richard, the dress-maker at Sauve 
the workwomen laughed and whispered to each 
and Mary had scarcely courage to wait for s 
direct refusai. Wearied at last of thèse fruit' 
searches, she begged Madame Lemierre to adr 
into her millinery establishment, but Madame L 
~-^^^ Q Rifimificant grimace, dilated upon the 
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wanderings ; when evening came, and neither of them 
had any success to announce to the other, then it 
was that Mary, who felt that time was flying,and poverty 
rapidly drawing nigh, would fall into a state of the 
deepest discouragement. She thought of her mother, 
she seemed again to hear her counsels, of which the 
wisdom was now but too clearly proved, and to 
add to her misfortunes, Mary scarcely eyer thonght 
of kneeling in prayer to iniplore the compassion of 
her Heavenly Father, or of opening the Bible, which 
M. Dubois had given her. As yet, she knew God 
only as a Judge, she did not comprehend the love 
which induced Him to send His Son into the world. 
Her conscience reprimanded her seyerely, and she 
feared to approach Him from Whom she would hâve 
obtaîned both mercy and consolation. 

Although M. and Madame Firmin had obserred the 
strictest economy, the 60 francs, which remained at 
the bottom of the bag, could not suffice to maintain 
them during two months of fruitless researches. 
Symptoms of pregnancy, obliged Mary to see a 
doctor and to purchase medicines ; by degrees 
they had eut off from their daily expenses, eyeiy 
item which was not strictly necessary ; then their 
ideas of what was to be considered as such under- 
went considérable modification, until their purse ' 
being completely empty and the baker insisting upon 
payment, they found themselves compelled to couvert 
some of their other property into money. 

The fumiture and linen, were naturaJly the first 
to be thought of by both husband and wife. Leox^l^ 
declared that his WTÎtàxi^ ^«^l^^xà ^\ifc ^^ V^^ 'èûsàcs» 



cuiiuuence and hopes. 

The intercouTse of the husband and wife c 
less bappy. Leopold, himself anxious at 
not endoie to perceiye, in the coonteni 
wife, traces of the same appréhensions b] 
was tormented in secret. Even when Mi 
speak, her desponding looks, and the doul 
with which she often listened to his dt 
vexed Leopold, becanse they seemed to k 
reproach. So true is it, that everything i 
pronounce the condemnation of those, wh< 
dened in their folly. 

One evening, at the close of a day^ passe 
n solitude and without occupation, Mary : 
ihe name of Sauveterre; a deep sigh b 
ler bosom, — "Oh that w© wcr© still the 
aured she. 

Upon this Leopold gave way to ail th< 
iolence of his temper. He too had passe 
Icasant day, and his conscience had more 
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Mary liad endeavoured to résume with her husband 
tlie habit of daily worship wMch they had practised 
at Sauveterre, but which since they had been at 
Paris, had been interrupted, aud at length put a stop 
to, first, by amusement, then by fatigue, and at last by 
care and anxiety; and Leopold who had yielded to 
her wishes the first time with a bad grâce, the second 
time eluded the proposai, and the third time met 
it with a positive refusai. How could peace be 
found in a family, wliere Christ, the Prince of Peace 
was not sought ? It certainly no longer existed in this 
unfortunate household. They quarrelled and made up 
their quarrels indeed, but thcre was still rancour and 
bittemess in their hearts, and expressions of mutual 
forgiveness did not prevent irritating récriminations. 
Their duty was to hâve praycd together, to hâve 
implored, together with the pardon of their sins, the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit ; but as Leopold avoided 
ail serions conversation, Mary no longer ventured 
to introduce it, and thus both, besidcs the distress of 
their présent poverty, and their appréhensions for 
the future, had to endure a load of discontent, a 
bitter sadncss gnawing at their hearts, — the sadncss 
and discontent which are caused by a séparation from 
God. 

About that time, that is, in the month of Septem- 
ber, fortune suddenly smiled once more upon Leopold. 
He was informed that the clerks of a wealthy merchant, 
had after a very violent scène, suddenly left him in a 
body; that he was thus placed in a difficulty and 
that if Leopold oflfercd himself he would probable 
obtain employment in Yàa cwv\i\ÀXi%\iLQSiSfc \ii5?ss^^ 
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such a good master in a difficulty, a hasty man 
iiideed, but evidently very good in the main. 

For tho two first months ail went on well. M. 
Thierry rarely appeared in his counting-house, and 
as Leopold was intelligent and took a great deal 
of pains, he seemed satisfied. Besides, the mer- 
chant had not yet forgotten how he had been 
suddenly abandoned by ail his clerks, and he controlled 
himself, and only occasionally gave way to some passing 
fit of ill-humour, "and then," said Leopold, "one 
has only to open one's umbrella, and when the storm 
is once over, the sky is ail the clearer." 

Mary too, by a pièce of rare good fortune, had 
obtained some work. In the midst of a press of 
business, the mistress of one of the dressmaking 
establishments, to which she had ojBfered herself, had 
thought of her, and remembering hcr timid manners 
and look of sufièring, had entrusted her with a 
gown, and still more pleased with her docility than 
with the neatness of her work, had continued to 
cmploy her pretty regularly. 

Thus matters went on as well as could be wished, 
and they profited by this return of good fortune, to 
Write to Madame Mandar. They took care not to 
mention the hard times they had had to endure, it 
would only be humiliating, and what would be 
be the use of it, since they were already forgotten, 
and would never retum ! They dilated upon their 
présent prosperity, perhaps even exaggerated it, to 
make the triumph appear the greater. By degrees, 
ease and comfort retumed to the little household ; 
the writing dcsk and chairs, tvhich onlv^ Iqqîi 'vyr^ 



in the evening with a Toracioos appetite, 
required a well supplied table to satisfj 
degreeSj ail tbe necessaries which had been 
with as useless, found tbeir way back into il 

And not they alone ; — ^in the days of p( 
anxiety, M. and Madame Firmin had promi 
selves to gîve up ail expensive amusemen 
confine their pleasures to their evening 
in a walk thcre is no Tariety, and botl 
after a day of constant application, and ] 
one of solitude and work, retj[uired somet 
than this as a relaxation : they thereforc 
themselyes to go to the play, or occasion; 
parties of pleasore with their friends, fo 
had retumed with retoming prosperity. 

Were 200 francs a month enough foi 
No, far from it, but Mary eamcd a lit 
too, and then they bought on crédit, paid h 
wcnt on trusting to the future. 

Xi • _ t-„x iu:» 4-/V eov fhaf în f.hA verv first w 
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As suffering awakens the conscience, so prosperity 
too often deadens it. That of Leopold was silenced, 
that of Mary but rarely and faintly heard. Madame 
Firmin in her days of anxiety had occasionally prayed 
and read the Scriptures. Kow, if she uttered a prayer, 
it was one that she had leamt by rote, or if she opened 
her Bible, a few yerses glanced over were snfficient for 
her dévotions. The hnsband and wife saw little of 
each other and when together thoaght only of amuse- 
ment ; yet this restlessness, this forgetfidness of 
ail serions matters, of ail the duties of life, was what 
they called happiness. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THB BELAPSB. 

Osa moming, as he entered M. Thierry's coontîng- 
house, Leopold perceived a smile of dérision on sevend 
countenances ; he asked what was meant by such a 
réception, and a mischievous looking'little clerk whis- 
pered in reply : 

^It means, M. Leopold, that you are going to be 
soundly rated ! " 

At the same moment, tbe manager came ont of the 
merchant's closet. '^ M. Firmin," said he, " oui master 
has been waiting for you the last two hours ; go in to 
him." 

Leopold drew himself up proudly and entered M. 
Thierry's room. He had staid very late at the play 
the night before, and had overslept himself in the 
moming ; he knew that he was in the wrong, but he 
resolved to braye it ont. 

M. Thierry, seated in bis arm-chair with a frowning 
brow, received him with an " Oh ! at last ! " which 
wonld bave daonted any other man than Leopold. 

** What is the reason of this unpunctuality î" asked 
the merchant in an abrupt and imperious tone. 

" I was up late last night,'' replicd Leopold dril^. 

" Why was that \ and ^\ici^ V 



icn once I hâve left yonr coantmg-house^ I am ref 

>le to no one but myself for my actions, — ^howev 

a insist upon knowing where I was, I will tell 

I was at the play." 

M. Thierry rose with violence, pushed back his 

air, and strode up and down the room ; 

^' Oh ! 80 yen go to the play, sir ! — so onoe ont o 

mting-hoQse, you are answerable to no one for 

;ions ! — so to amuse yourself, you make me n: 

)d spéculation, and thcn, sir, forsooth, you : 

lume a tone of independence, I may say, of 



ice " 



^^ I will not put up with this," cried Leopold b 

nself. 

The merchant stopped, tumed a scomful look 

3 young man, and then folding his arms : '^ M. 

n," said he, in a voice of suppressed anger, ^' j 

3 cashier, désire him to pay you your salary, ai 

t again appear in my présence." 

Leopold went out, — ^his head erect, and a thou 
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pace as far as the " Bois de Boulogne^''* without know- 
ing whither he was going ; he âung himself down at 
the foot of a tree, and there hateful thonghts of folly 
and of guilt took possession of his sonl. First, he 
wished to revenge himself^ thon to put an end to his 
life ; then he felt angry with himself and with the 
weakness of Mary, who neither knew how to oppose, 
nor how to counsel him ; and then looking with con- 
tempt at the 50 francs which he had jost received, 
and which were now his only resource for the indefinite 
time dnrîng which he might remain without employa 
ment^ he murmored against the injustice of fate, — ^for 
he dared not say of God. Not once was his heart 
touched by a consciousness of the truth, a Christian 
sorrow for his fault ; he reproached himself indeed, 
but more in irritation than in humility. He deplored 
his heedlessness and his confession to M. Thierry, but 
not his négligence nor his passionate words, nor his 
neglect of God which had brought him to this pass. 
He did not pray, he did not lament oyer his sin, and 
thus his thirsting soûl could not taste the happiness of 
forgiveness, the peace which foUows upon sanctified 
sorrow. 

Twilight was closing in, the fresh evening air had 
cooled Leopold's blood, and he returned home. Poor 
^ary had long expected him. 

The evening before a pleasure party had been 
planned, and Paul Lemierre and his wife had in con- 
séquence corne to fetch M. and Mdme. Firmin ; they 
had got tired of waiting for Leopold, and Mary saw 

♦ A wood open to the yublîc, without the ^^Va« ol "S^ar^^V» ""«C^vSû. 
tt serves as a public promenade. 



.'P, me Key tumed in the lock, and she 
ird to meet him, — làs paleness and the 
} features alarmed her. 
" Good God, what is the matter ? " cried 8 
m paler than Leopold. 
* Nothing," replied he, " except that I 
ployment, I am dismiased, — that's ail/' 
se words he flong the 50 francs on the U 
tore of indignant scom. 
lary uttered a cry and wonld hâve fallei 
pold caught her in his arms, — ail his ol 
her revived ; her situation, — ^the consequ 
lit ensue from sach a shock, flashed i 
1 to deepen his remorse. He carried 1 
hed, and strove to comfort her, and 
ïge. Mary soon recoYered herself, but tb 
injored her health. 

is easy to imagine that, in relating t< 
had happened, Leopold did not spare ^ 
îould Mary sacceed in soothinor fhé 
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tion of some fancy, she had hardly courage to propose 
to liim a retom to a life of piety and economy. 

Unhappily, Mary^s religious aspirations were the 
resuit of fear rather than of love ; and it was less a 
uestion of economy than of providing against cold 
and hunger. 

When she reminded Leopold of their sinful neglect 
of the Scriptures and of prayer, and asked him to read 
and pray with her daily, he replied, "We will see 
about it," in a tone which completely silenced her 
weak spirit ; and when, in anticipation of the approach- 
ing rent-day, she proposed that they should engage a 
less costly apartment, Leopold proved to her that to 
change now would be to awaken mistrust in their 
landlord, and lose crédit with their patrons and friends. 
Mary was silent, and then commenced a séries of pri- 
vations which increased every day. 

Leopold now forbado Mary more peremptorily than 
ever to inform Madame Mandar of their painful posi- 
tion, strictly enjoining the concealment of their poverty 
from every eye. They made use of various pretexts to 
avoid taking part in the amusements of their friends 
who soon suspecting the real cause of their prudence^ 
visited them more rarely, and at length neglected them 
altogether. 

Meantime Mary^s situation became more distressing 
to her ; she felt ill, exerted herself beyond her strength, 
and lived only on coarse and homely food, which loaded 
her stomach without nourishing her. Leopold's 50 
francs did not last long, and again they were obliged 
to hâve recourse to the sale of their furniture ; but 
tlds timè it was not only 8omftX3ia^<5je>% Oûsàr^^sâû^^^^^ 
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tue waiKers and rider 
\amps Elyèètè and the Boù de Bovlogne, but 
3 very blood and marrow of the tenants of th 
)le abodes of poverty. Mary had blocked 
iplace and cooked their scanty pittance over ; 
ve which she lighted for as short a time as \ 
bre the honrs of meals, and her poor chilled 
Id scarcely hold her needle. Leopold wore < 
es in ceaseless wanderings in search of emplo 
if patrons whom he never fonnd, and occasi 
vined a little writing to do. Every evening h< 
le more and more embittered by disappoini 
he shunned the domestic confidence and th 
s observances which alone would hâve ret 
e to his soûl, by leading him back to hun 
as not long before Mary found herself ona 
hrough the full amount of work required l 
maker who employed her, her eamings werc 
3nably diminished, and they were compell 
recourse to the pawnbroker. 
18 ! it was not fnr flïo ^— ^ ^•— ^ 
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ried thcir watch and Mary's ear-rings to thc pawn- 
brokers, in order to reimburse M. and Mdme. Lemierre. 
" Pledging is not selling," they had said to one another, 
^'we shall corne and redeem them in a week, and 
nobody will be any the wiser, besides what is thc use 
of thèse trînkets which generally lie bid at the bottom 
of a box." Having once tried this way of obtaining 
money, they had frequently had recourse to it, always 
reasoning in the same manner, and always feeling con- 
fident of redeeming the articles pledged. Hitherto, 
however, they had never touched their stock of linen 
or of clothes ; but now, — now they were in want of 
fuel and in want of bread, it was necessary to pacify, 
at least by part payment, some impatient creditors 
who would otherwise betray their embarrassment to 
their landlord, and Mary, with a heavy heart, consigned 
to the pawn broker, first her handsome table-cloths 
and fine napkins, then her shcets, then a great part of 
her wardrobe and of that of her husband, until nothing 
was left but a pair of shcets, a spare gown, a shawl, 
and a bonnet of Mary 's, and about the same amount 
of clothing of Leopold's. Poor Mary shuddered at the 
thought of her confinement. 

Madame Firmin, in obédience to her husband's 
orders, no longer admitted any one into her apartment, 
the nakedness of which would at once bave revealed to 
the YÎsitors that which Leopold was above ail things 
anxious to conceal. When she went ont, he narrowly 
examined her dress to see if there were anything in 
her appearance to betray their poverty, and he pre- 
vented any inquiry by always speaking of the comfort 
in which they lired and t\ie\i0^5^ ^^^ ^«e^v^^^ 



ited with faded flowers, you cause me both 

suffer. I know that I am offending my A 
n deceiving others, and lying to myself." 

My poor child," would Leopold reply, slun 
shoulders, " you know nothing of the world 
Qot know that poverty is a reproach, that ii 
mcceed one must seem ha^^y ; do you tb 
r sewing, and leaye it to me to regolate oi 
t." 

}od offcen makes nse of affliction in order to 
to love him, and those soûls, which, aided 
ly Spirit, humble themselves beneath the tri: 
[erstand its value or rather the language in 
peaks to them. They retum to the Lord a 
re strength and comfort from Him, — and tl 

case with Mary. But those hearts on the 
id which only resist the more proudly the 1 

blow, do not understand the real intention 
gment, harden themselves against it, and i 
L farther from Him who alone can restore t] 
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reading a few yerses of Scripture and praying to God 
for patience, she felt more calm, eyen almost happy. 

Leopold, on the other hand, in his daily wandeiings, 
hardened himself moie and more at each rebufi', and 
accepted with bitter disdain the trifling employ- 
ment which he but rarely met with. The Inxoiy of the 
lich, of which he had himself tasted moie than was 
good for him, now excited him to bursts of passion. 
He could not,see one of those splendid équipages glit- 
tering with silk, which he had formerly admired and 
coveted, without heaping abuse upon the wealthy who, 
by such display, mock the misery of the poor. He 
oould not pass in fîront of those splendid shops, which 
he had formerly entered with Mary, without venting 
his indignation against the Tain ingenuity of élégance 
and ostentation. He no longer said to himself, as 
formerly, that it was luxury which gave employment 
to the operative, the extravagance of the rich which 
supported the poor. He did not think, '^If I had 
chosen I might hâve eamed my livelibood quietly and 
tinostentatiously, I might hâve eaten my bread joyfully, 
and every day my happiness and my love of God would 
hâve increased*" No, he said nothing of the sort. 
'' I am indigent," he would exclaim, " I am suffering 
firom want, and the rich give me neither food nor 
clothing ; they would refuse it me if I had the mean- 
nesB to ask for it ; curses on them and on their gold ! " 

One day, towards the middle of January, that they 
had nothing left to pawn but such things as were 
almost indispensable, that their supper the preceding 
evening had been very scanty, and that the cold was 
more and more severdy felt, Mai^ t^qV^^ Vi\5ic^\*^ 
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waimed and fed, and ended by i 
band to listen to lier entreaties an* 
their good mother, and there to w< 
hood as they had done formerly, ai 
be, to the humiliations" that might 1 
in their native village. 

" Oh ! Leopold, if you only knei 
often I picture to myself my poor 
her anns towards ns, and daspin^ 
How often I fancy myself seated \ 
of vine faggots blazing in our kitch 
often I recall onr pleasant evening 
with its Windows to the full son, ai 
our stout warm wooUen clothing, s 
and M. Dubois' patemal ezhortati* 
thèse appear before my eyes! < 
Leopold, let us act wisely while it 
not weary Providence." 

"Providence !" interrupted Leop 
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dépend upon it, to expose mjself to the jests of the 
foolish, to the insults of the insolent, to the lectures of 
yonr mother-and of M. Dubois. As I hâve brewcd, so 
I must drink, if I die of hunger hère, — well, one can 
die but once. 

" Oh ! Leopold," exclaimed Mary, in a Yoice of en- 
treaty. 

" As for you, Mary, go — go home ; you will be well 
leceiyed, you will be applauded for leaying your rash 
proud husband. Yes, I know that I am prbud ; if it be 
pride to hâve a feeling for one's own dignity, to strug- 
gle against misfortune, to persévère in the couse that 
one has chosen, then, indeed, I am proud ; but I like 
this pride better than a humility which is nothing but 
^reakness. I like this pride, which prevents me 
from degrading myself better than the humility which 
would lead me back to our village to show my misery, 
and would biing me into well-merited contcmpt ! " 

Mary could hâve found much to say in answer to 
this, many questions to ask conceming what Leopold 
called his dignity, a dignity which prevented him 
from supporting his wife by humble labour, and which 
did not hinder him from living upon the fruits of hcr 
toil ; but every other feeling was conquered by sorrow, 
and besides her Bible taught her respect and submis- 
sion to her husband, and when, to end the matter, M. 
Firmin repeated, what he had already told her a hun- 
dred times, that she was stupid and uncultivated, and 
that she understood nothing of the world or of business, 
Mary was silent, conccaled hcr distrcss, and only 
prayed to God in bchalf of Leopold. 
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CHAPTER V. 

MISEBT, — SITCCOirR, — ^RESOLUTION, 

Âv the beginning of February, Mary perceiyed thai 
ber conûnement was at hand. She went on working 
to the veiy last day, when her pains beeoming seyere, 
Bhe took to her bed, and Leopold went in search of the 
ioctor, who shook his head as he examined Madame 
Finnin. 

" Anotber yictim of want î " said he. 

Mary wa& indeed in a very precarions state, her 
[ehwa was long and severe, and it was at the imminent 
risk of her life that she brought into the world a little 
gbd, which she insisted upon nursing contrary to the 
doctor's advice. 

The birth of their child, usually such a happy mo- 
ment f(Nr the parents, was a yery sad one for Leopold 
uàd Maiy. The poor mother had not milk enough to 
joiet the screams of the infant, and Leopold, his heart 
bom by anxiety, carried daily to the pawn broiker's the 
little that remained, a last sheet or shirt, in order that 
If ary might hâve the cap of broth or the scanty fire 
■rhich the doctor prescribed for her. Mary, starving 
inth hunger and yet knowing that their resources 
were exhaosted, feigned disgust and disinclination to 
9àtf and only took just so much nouxl&kisLQ&i^'^&^^^v;!)^ 



infants of the rich, the obje< 
tended by attentive nurses, ar 
comforts of luxury. When he ( 
of those spacioos apartments ^ 
of the room which witnessed 
soft warm beds, with her ha; 
bed-clothes ; the costly cradles 
linen, with the coarse cloth anc 
his little one was wrapped ; th* 
for the mothers, with the pooi 
sipped slowly to make it las 
swelled to bursting, he clen( 
sively, and he longed to ascri) 
alone, the misery that he endi 
Mary did not go so far in s€ 
only thought of her good mot 
pold had only chosen," wouh 
should now be in my own l 
curtains, my child woold be s 
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Heœœn^s mR, you were right my dear^child ! ' " And 
ifhevL Mary opened her eyes which she had closed 
doring thèse delightfùl dreams, when she saw the 
gloomy nakedness of her unfumished room, when she 
felt the cold upon her face, and the poor infant press- 
ing its little hands against her bosom from which it 
deriyed snch scanty nourishment, the tears would 
roll down her cheeks, and she could only pray to God to 
give her patience, and to stiâe in her heart ail feelings 
of resentment against her husband whose obstinate 
pride had caused her so much suffering. 

Mary left her bed as soon as she was able, but she 
had snffered so severely and was so much weakened by 
nnrsing her baby, that twenty days had passed before 
she was able to go to the dressmaker who gave her work. 

Hère, alas ! a new trouble was in store for her. 
Doring those twenty days another had been found to 
feplace her, — ^there was no more regular employment 
for her, and it was upon this work that she reckoned, 
not 80 much to redeem some almost indispensable 
articles of clothing, as to pay the landlord, and the 
baker, — ^in short, to live ! 

Mary endeavoured to regain the faveur of the dress- 
maker by her qulckness in finishing the work which 
she occasionally obtained from her. She eat scarcely 
anything, rose early, went to bed late, and then hardly 
slept at àll, because the child screamed, and want and 
anxiety made her feverish. Day and night she had to 
nurse the baby and hush its cries ; Leopold, when he 
had no writing to copy, walked about with his child 
and tried to lull her to sleep, but he was an awkward 
nurse and of little assistance to i^x M.^s:^. 
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e doctor, a kind-heartol man, came occasionally te 

Ue had tried to prevail upon them to accepi 

1 aedstancc irom him, which Lcopold had refused 

e of mortifîed pride, Mary hamtilj and grate- 

L but firmly, Eaying, " As long as I am able te 
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lad hcoD in this state for aboat a tnonth,— 
as unpaid, the baker threatened to givc 
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£ rigbt ; the child waa pining away, bel 
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"And, pray, sir," interrapted the doctor gravely, 
are you not satisfied with shortening the life of yoar 
wife, but mnst you kill your child too ? " 

"Sir! " 

" Oh ! Leopold, Leopold," exclaimed Mary, whose 
maternai he^rt was full of terror, "for the love of 
mercy, do not refuse, — we will repay it, dear, — I will 
work, and so will you, — ^we will deprive ourselves even 
of food, if necessary, to pay it back ; but think of this 
poor little créature who is almost starved to death. 
Oh ! thank you, sir, thank you, — yes, do get us a nurse, 
and some assistance ; oh ! how good you are, and how 
gratefully I thank you ! " 

And before Leopold could disengage himself from 
bis wife's hold to detain the doctor, the latter had 
made his escape, and hastened to the nurse's register 
office. He soon retumed with a good woman from 
Champagne, who immediately began to suckle the 
child. Mary was unable to contain her gratitude; 
Leopold, forced to accept this benefit, could not com- 
pel his proud heart to thankfulness ; he muttered a 
few words, amongst which might be distinguished 
thèse : " 1 will repay it, — ^it is a loan," etc., while the 
doctor, without attending to him, gaye himself up to 
the pleasure of seeing the child fed, and the poor 
mother weeping for joy. 

The next day the nurse went back to her own country 
with her nursling ; it was a heavy trial to Mary, but 
it was a case of necessity ; and besides, she knew that 
this séparation would save the life of her child, and 
would permit her to résume the work upon which she 
depended for subsistence, so aViôi«&\^^^\!kK«f^K 
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such people, because thej need the teacAii 
still more than that of man. 
iut Mary interested him mach ; her gentleness 
gence when she could obtain work, gained he 
iem ; he watched her health carefîilly, and pera 
a very short time that she was threatened wi 
ease of the longs. The cause was bat too evic 
) much work, — ^too little food, — her confineme 
id, — mental anxiety, — half as much would 
ffîced to account for an organic disease. 
The doctorspoke to her of leasing Paris ; Mar 
ared to yex Leopold more than anything, ent 
im not to tonch npon that subject, and he yi 
t the same time, however, dedaring that if L 
id not submit to receiye the assistance whi 
ôfe's health rendered necessary, and which he 
Tirlftavour to obtain, he would not set foot wit 

"^ ^'^ «^vt^Artook to 
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" Strong and yigorous as you are, why do you not 
¥rork at the fortifications or on the rail-roads ? " 

" I ! " cried Leopold, with ill-dissembled anger, " I ! 
handle a spade ! I mix with the crowd of laboarers ! 
I snbmit to sach a dégradation ! " 

^ Ton call thca a dégradation, and you will not snb- 
mit to it ] " said the doctor, with a slight tonch of 
irony. 

"Neyer!" 

"Well then, sir, you must submit to receive the 
charity of others ; your pride must accommodate itself 
to that as best it can," and thereupon the doctor went 
away, leasing Leopold very angry but unable to reply. 

Oh ! if his wouuded heart would but hâve acknow- 
ledged its error ! if he would hâve prayed ! if he would 
hâve submitted ! but no, he consoled himself by false 
reasoning ; he endeavoured to reconcile the exactions 
of his self-love with the conséquences of a poverty 
firom which he could not be saved ; he avoided meet- 
ing the charitable ladies whom the doctor had inter- 
ested in Mary's behalf ; he would not touch the food 
they brought, and notwithstanding the prayers of his 
wife, hardened himself in his obstinate pride and in 
his destitution, and ail in order to be able to say to 
himself, that which was not really true, '^ I owe no- 
thing to any body." 

One of the first oares of thèse friends of M. and 
Mdme. Kimin had been to make them change their 
expensiye apartment, for a small and humble, but 
clean little room. The rent had been paid in advance, 
and a more plentiful and substantial diet fumished 
to Madame Fimûn. But, \\Q\»mxXi%\a5Nîi^^^*^ç^ 



ir at thc end of a month, liaving agaiu esamined 

!, decïaieà, and tliia time in Ihe most pcremptor; 

■, thttt Madame Finmn required her natire air, 

was absolutoly necessaij for hcr, aad that he 

M her off before » week was out. 

1 wjll go Tiith her, sir," Biûd he to Leopold, 
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Iwould reduco you to the same couditioa ai 

i Firmin ; socondly, becauEe it ia yoiir duty, 

I npon that point you must permit me to iaàat) 

■T yonr Eick ivife during tliis long jonmej 

I hundred lengues, and to provliie for her main- 

e lîhen she has reached home." 

is impossible, sir," leplied Leopold, in a Ion 

■ determincd voice. "Ab to mj duty, — of that ] 

T giïe account to another than man ; and mj 

y health conceins no one but myaelf." 



VX THE CAPITAL. 69 

village which he had quitted in pride, and in tilling 
the gronnd in the sight of those who had seen him 
almost a gentiieman. Snch is the folly of pride. 

It is easy to imagine the angoish of Mary, — that 
of Leopold was so much the moie bitter, that he 
knew its cause, and yet refnsed to apply the remedy, 

How often in the night, when Mary exclaimed with 
tears that she could not forsake her beloyed Leopold, 
had he not felt as if his heart would break ? How 
ofben, when a voice within whispered to him '^Go 
with her, go with her," had he not felt his resolution 
almost conquered ! Alas ! his indomitable pride after 
this momentary snbjngation rose again in ail its 
strength, and Leopold remained inflexible, although 
prof onnâly wretched. 

At last Madame Firmin, urged by the doctor, and 
perceiying that her health was essential both to her 
child and to her husband, deflnitiyely resolved upon 
qoitting Paris. To do so, money and clothing were 
reqnired, but the inexhaostible kindness of the doctor 
snpplied ail thèse wants ; by dint of researches he 
fonnd some charitable people who sabscribed to re- 
deem the most needfol of the articles she had pawned, 
and one of them who was yery rich fomished alone 
the considérable sum that would be necessary to 
defray the expence of the joumey. 

The idea of leaving Leopold at Paris, unemployed 
and without resources, was misery to Mary, while 
the hope of seeing her mother again and of soon 
being able to hâve her child with her, caused her 
moments of intense happiness. She soemed to hâve 
revived since her departure had been dccided upon. 

o 2 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TBMPTATION . — ^WEAKNESS. 

Ths evening was cold, the showers of sleet so fréquent 
in March had chilled the air, and âakes of snow 
occasionally drifted against the window of the little 
room in which Leopold and Mary, seated side by side, 
were spending together the last hours that were to 
précède their séparation. Leopold, more and more 
overwhelmed with grief, covered his face with his 
bands, and the sobs that burst from Mary's bosom, 
gave évidence of the depth of her affliction. 

This lasted for some time ; at length Leopold raised 
his head, and thus showing his pale wasted face and 
eyes red with tears, he said almost in a whisper, and 
without daring to look at his wife : " So you are really 
going to leave me, Mary." 

A deep sigh was the only answer he received. 

"Ton leave me, and I shall be alone. Oh! how 
unfortanate I am !" 

After a few. moments silence he continued as if 
speaking to himself, " At night when I come home to 
this room, I shall no longer find my companion, I 
shall no longer hear that voice which used to comfort 
me, I shall hâve no one to hclp me to bear fatigue 
and hunger, and cold, and illncss, and wretchcdness, 
— no one !" 



( 
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^uopold," iried Mary, buretiiig into teaiB iind 

atuB round hia ii(^k, " Leopold, Leopold, 

I pity iipou lue, and do not spe^ik ibaa. Good 

■ y muEt I suftèr bo raucli !'' 

t Leopold, who had abundanl streiigth of miod 

bsist thc cijunaels of wisdoin, had noue to redst 

Iviolcnce of bis omi passions ; ho could do moro 

1 the thougbt of piuling from Mary, wbom lie 

l eelfiEhl}, than he could beor that of accom- 

■ing her , eu, closing his ayea to ail the sinfulDess 

H gjving liimaelf up to grief, of thua appealing 

c afïection and the weakness of Madame Firmin, 
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Bimpossiblo, ne must go throagh with it, — perhapa 

id to dio ftwaj from yen, ." 

1, for pitj'e sako !" interrnpted Mary, in 
eely audible voice. 

sr a moment's leflectioti, Leopold cootinned ; 
lu, Mary, if yoii had chosen, we need not hâve 
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and would refuse to hâve anything more to do with 
MB, and my benefactresses would hâve a right to be 
surprised at my conduct, and to consider it a want 
of delicacy towards them." 

''A fortnight is soon over," intemiptcd Leopold, 
*'and who would know that you had spent it with 
me ? If you would agrée to my proposai, we would 
leave this lodging, which is gloomy, and where yoU 
are cold, and far removed from the public walks ; we 
would take a pretty little room on the Boulevard 
Monceaux, where you could go out and sit in the 
Sun, sometimes in the park, and sometimes in thé 
Champs Mysées, and if in a fortnight my hopes were 
not realized, if I was still out of employment — well 
then ! — ^you would go, Mary. At least we should not 
part until the last extremity; at least we should 
know whether your health is as seriously impaired. ad 
the doctor déclares ; and at least we should not put a 
distance of three hundred miles between us, until we 
were convinced by our own expérience of the neces- 
sity of such a séparation." 

"But where should we find the money to pay for 
our board and lodging ?" asked Mary, whose resolu- 
tion began to waver. 

"Money! we should want but very little. Yoa 
know I get some work now and then, you hâve got 
the provisions with which your benefactresses sup- 
plied you, and fifteen francs which the doctor gavef 
you to pay the monthly wages of the nurse, who 
might hâve patience for a fortnight, and then if the 
worst came to the worst, there are your clothes and 
your linen." 
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hands, but without raising her heart to God in any 
positive and definite prayer. 

''Mary, my own dear Mary, listen to me ; yield to 
me but this once ; if you are to leave me after ail, yoa 
will be glad to tbink that you gave me this great hap- 
piness, that you did not harsbly refuse your poor 
Leopold the kst faveur he asked of you. And if we 
should never meet again ....*' 

Mary put her hand before Leopold's mouth and 
prevented him from finishing the sentence. She 
eould no longer resist; thèse gloomy forebodings,-^ 
that countenance habitually darkened by gloom, and 
now lighted up with hope, — ^her devoted attachmeni 
to her husband, — ^together succeeded in triumphing 
over her couscience. She dasped Leopold to her 
bosom, and promised to wait a fortnight, or three 
weeks, if necessary ; Leopold dedared that he would 
not permit it : Mary reverted to her scruples ; Leopold 
silenced them ; they vowed they would not upon any 
pretext break in upon the sum destined for the jour- 
ney, but would restore it £Edthfully so soon as Leopold 
should hâve obtained his situation. They wept wlth 
joy, asked each other's forgiveness for their past faults, 
made the best resolutions for the future, and were 
more than ever happy to be together. It was a year 
at least since Mary Imd seen her husband so afiection- 
ate and so open ; he was once more the Leopold of 
former days. 

The next day M. Firmin went ont early with Mary ; 
he took her to the B<ndevard Monceaux, to a room 
which he knew was to be let, and then retumed^ od- 
lected his goods^ got a mon tA cmi^ \!À& \sm ^aî^^A^^ 
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" The situation ? '* exclaimed Mary, tremblîng with 
aozious eagemess. 

" The situation," replied Leopold triumphantly, 
<< moderate work, a salary of 1,500 francs a year, and 
the fiist quarter paid in a month." 

" But in the meantime 1 " said Mary. 

'' In the meantime, in the meantime ? little arguer, 
— ^îannot you begin by being pleased î Why, in the 
meantime, we can borrow from the deposit, and as 
80on as the quarter's salary is paid. Madame Firmin, 
you shall put on your best gown, and take a hundred 
francs and fold them up in a sheet of blank paper, and 
you shall take them to the doctor, and say to him, 
" Hère, sir, is your money, and hère am I, in good 
health, blooming and happy, and well to do, in spite 
of your dismal forebodings." 

"Oh ! I shall not say that," replied Mary laughing 
" But the deposit . . ." 

" But, but, but," interrupted Leopold, twirling her 
round, " must there always be a btU f Hâve I given 
you such bad advice î Are you very sorry that you 
did not go ? Corne, come, will you submit to me ? will 
you hâve confidence in me for once ? . . ." 

Mary, as usual, tiied to make some objections, and 
Leopold, as usual, proved to her that they were of no 
weight at ail ; Mary, instead of flying from temptation, 
reasoned with it, and as is always the case when it is 
listened to even under pretence of refuting it, the 
temptation only became the stronger. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



FUNISHHENT. 



I HAYE no doubt that the reader is astonished at Léo- 
pold's- assurance. I hâve only one word to say in reply^ 
and that is a question : Of what use has his own expé- 
rience been to him, if the Holy Spirit has not opened' 
his eyes to understand it ? . . . . And how often hâve 
his moral pnnciples preserved him from falling when 
those princii^es were not fertllized by a living faith ) . 

Is the reader disgusted at Mary*6 ttreakness ? . . . 
then one question more. Is he not aware that the< 
tempter knows us better than we know ourselves ? Is 
he not aware that when Satan seeks our destruction, 
he takes care not to bring sin before us in a startling 
or répulsive form, but he disguises it carefully, that, 
not recognizing it, we may be seduced by it, without 
our conscience taking alarm. Thus had he dealt with 
Mary. A hasty and abrupt proposai to break in upon 
a sacred deposit, would hâve horrified Madame Firmin 
and shocked Leopold ; but to borrow firom it, with 
almost the certainty of repayment, appeared to him 
the simplest thing in the world, and excited even in 
her bosom only a few eaBÎIy «tififô^ ^<(spx^<^« 
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>llowing the System which Leopold haï 
>r her, and for which she felt the better, 
ûl the tnith, it might hâve seemed to 
)serYer that her high coloor, which occaf 
lace to a death-like paleness, was rathei 
^ disease than a token of retaming health 
Leopold, who was absoit ail day, came hc 
; night. His employment consisted in 
spose of the produce of a new species 

which the ntility, and almost the exi 
»Qbtful. This employment was often m 
s self-love. He was obliged to paff 
trayagantly, to find poichasers and shan 
Qt of exaggerations, to redouble in court 
ose who dismissed him abruptly, to 
licitations those who had refnsëd him t? 
was a hard and painful task, — Leopold si 
in health as well as in mind. Mary, wh< 

did not dare impart to him the anxiety s 
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and then they would kneel down together^ and open 
the sacred volame, and although Leopold offcen listened 
lather with his outwaid ears than hîs inward heart, 
jet thèse seasons of méditation were not without some 
good effect. 

The correspondence between Paris and Sauveterre 
"was very far from being actively kept up ; two or three- 
letters from Charles had informed Mary of the décline^ 
of their mother's health, of his own marriage, and of 
the momentary embarassment cansed Mm by the- 
.expenses it entailed. As for Mary^ she wrote when» 
Leopold gave her leave, and this he only did on those 
rare occasions in which, thanks to some new gleam of 
•bope, he believed Mmself on the high road to fortune. 
Then, not a word was said of reverses and trials (fof 
this Leopold forbade) but there was a glowing descrip- 
ti<Hi of the advantages of their position and of their^ 
bright prospects for the future. 

At the end of the month Leopold claimed his first 
quarter's salary. One of the directors of the company 
answered him very civilly that a récent change in the 
régulations had fized the payment of the salaries (^ alT 
persons employed in the business for the end of thé 
quarter. M. Firmin's countenance expressed conster- 
nation ; not that thi» delay oceasioned him as yet any 
misgivings as to his final indèmnification ; but what 
was to become of them during the two intervening 
months? The hundred francs of the deposit were 
almost ail spent, and the nurse, whom alone M. Fir- 
min had acquainted with his change of abode, wrote 
him letter after letter to aak fox ^i^»\ssaTiîs\*^fesi;»^^&8wJ 
âae to her. "% 



contmued : ^Tiùs, howeyer, neec 
ealty ; in caae, sir, joa shoold b 
in any momentaiy embarassmen 
ig liaÛe,— or feel any doubts o. 
pay, hère are fifty frûics in ady 
salary ; do not mention this tri 
vole, — we can settle abont it anc 

Great was the disai^intmei 
flftw Leopold corne home withont 
Her best gown was already lai 
a dean sheet of writing paper 
the hnndred francs only await< 
and Mary had prepared a lîttk 
doctor ; now, howeyer, theie m 
but to put by the gown, fold uj 
the drawer, and trust the speecb 

Notwithstanding her ignorai 
which Leopold was so fond of 
which she then humbly deplc 
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beyond her strength. Leopold perceived this/and 
grieyed over it^ but knew not how to oppose it. 

For a long time Mary's sole object was to restore 
the som tbat had been entmsted to her, eyen to the 
last farthing. This debt weighed upon ber mind. As 
long as she bad reckoned confidently upon Leopold's 
salary sbe bad felt easy, but now tbat sbe was beset by 
serious doubts on this point she could no longer bear 
the burden of a debt, to which in her heart she gave 
its true name, — a theft. She gradged neither the 
privation of sleep, nor of food, in order to repair a 
fault so dishonourable, at least in the eyes of men. But 
alas ! she could not succeed ; if, on the one hand, she 
eamed a few sous by her work, Leopold, on the other, 
wore out shoes and clothes, both of which had to be 
replaced ; a violent cold from which he had been suf- 
fering for two months made some remédies necessaiy, 
and their purse instead of filling became each day 
more empty. 

M. Firmin, who at first said ail he could to reassuro 
Mary, grew by degrees to speak less of bis confidence 
in the company by which he was employed. He ex- 
pressed no doubi^ b^t bis uneasiness preyed upon 
him, and the very efforts he made to conceal bis de- 
pression showed, even more than the language of corn- 
plaint could bave done, how much he suffered. Mary 
no longer questioned him ; she foresaw some heavy 
trial, and did her utmost to prépare herself to meet it. 
This trial came at length. For some days Leopold 
had been sad and silent, and when he came home, only 
kissed bis wife without sayinç a ^<iY<l\ ^^ ^^è^ '^ 
beaid him sigh, and ouc^i ^\iftii ^'$k\ôà.^'g&ssiM 
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"Are you not going to your busine 
Mary. 

" I am m and suffering," was the reply. 

Maiy's heart overflowed, ''Yes, dean 
^ering," said she, taking both her husba 
but you are suffering most of ail from 
your sorrow,— you are suffering still mo 
thaninbody. Oh ! Leopold, Leopold, te] 
IT^ lu T ?*^^ * ^^^ i^<«^ect which « 

^ not fail you. Tell me eveiything, a 

7t^V^^5'^' ^"^ P^y *^g«*^^^ ; I wiU ce 
1 wiii be strong, and God wiU hear us " 

.J!Z^^^' overwhelmed with sorrow, loo 
and made no answer. 

^.'1?^^ î?®y *S^ defeired payment?" 
«The ^ulation has ntteriy faaed,-th« 
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TheD, with ail the tendemess and delicacy that is 
taught by trae Christian love, she endeavoured to 
soothe lier unhappy husband. He noeded to unbur- 
then his heart oppressed by too long concealment of 
his sorrow, and he needed strength, for this last blow 
•had croshed ail his hopes. 

The days were oyer now in which Leopold conld 
always see a brilliant future shining throngh ail his 
disappointments ! — The days were over in which the 
morrow was to bring good fortune ! This last lesson, 
the disease which preyed upon him in secret, and more 
than aJl his conscience awakened by the many wam- 
ings Qod had sent him, and by the misery into which 
he had brought his wife, — ail thèse were the tempest 
which had assailed his brilliant castles in the air 
strewing them in fragments on every side. As is often 
the case with those of a proud and impetuous tempéra- 
ment, Leopold had exchanged the visions of his obsti- 
nate ambition for the opposite extrême of hopeless 
despondency. 

Not a Word of reproach passed Mary's lips, — she had 
none for her husband but those of love and fidth ; it 
seemed as if the very trial which overwhelmed Leopold 
only gave her additional strength. This was because 
the fire from heayen falling into his heart had con- 
sumed aJl the worldly vanities of which it was full, and 
that nothing then remained unless it were his love for 
Mary ; while her's was exposed to the same fiery trial, 
iaith had fertilized the Christian truths which lay 
dormant there, and thus called to life, they shone with 
a brighter light and appeared to sanctify ail her natural 
feelings. j 




gbe e»Be4 °*. ,*^;_vt, love cotil 

ÇW**', «liffc the Lord 
toli*^'rtndhrinS<V'' 
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Leopold wandered ail over the town, and importoned 
Biy one of whom he coold obtain an interview, tak- 
; great care howeyer to avoid addiesnng himself 
iher to the doctor or to any of bis friends ; at length 
foond a registrar, who having a i^teiei& ^1 Wkcts 
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'eady a step gained ; but poor Leopold, as obstinate 

his despondency as he had been in bis piide, closed 

; heart and remained under the dlspleasore of God, 

3 Judge of sinners, instead of throwing himself 

on the compassion of God, the Father of Mercy. i| 

It was necessary, however, to come to some résolu- f> 

m, Leopold no longer argued, he would no longer 

îk work, he talked of letting himself die of hunger, r 

short he gave way to ail the gloomy fancies of an 

-regulated mind. Mary strove to revive his énergies ; 

e counted up their resources, — ^there were still a few g 

os left at the bottom of the purse, she declared that 

e was inmuch better health, that a littlo work would 

mplete her cure, and would do good to Leopold ; she 

igged him to look out for some sedentary occupation, 

eh as manuscript to copy, and by dinfc of entreaties 

d exhortations she succeeded in rousing him a 

tle. 

rhe work with which the dress-maker fumishéd 

ury was neither regular nor suffîcient to fill up her 

le ; she therefore resolved to employ her leisure in 

) manufacture of varions little articles, such as baby- 

en, caps, etc., which she could carry about to private 

uses for sale. She was in hopes that the dress-maker 

uld recommend her to some of her customers, " and 

3n," said she, " we shall bave another string to our 




ouugea again to change their lodgings, 
Sun, the fresh air, and the song of birt 
up their abode in a dark, gloomy, dirty h( 
courts, where they hired a room more da: 
gloomy than Mary's imagination had un 
ceived. 

Leopold was in despair; he did not 
length of cursing his former day dreams 
he no longer believed in them, his prid 
respect even their ruins, but he déplore 
tendemess which had tempted him to th 
of detaining Mary. She, on her side, di4 
to console him, and with the art which wo 
àhe succeeded in giying an appearance o 
almost of élégance and cheerfulness to 
chamber which they inhabited. 

Leopold and Maiy*s united efforts did n 
Buffice for their maintenance. Once more 
to the pawnbroker's the sheets and the cl 
had already been there, but which this tii 
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however painful and severe we may represent the snf- 
ferings of this onfortonate couple to hâve been, they 
irill still ÊJl short of the reality of what we hâve oor- 
fidves seen, and corne in contact with. 

There were days that Leopold waited in Tain firom 
moniing till night for a little work, or that he could 
only obtain two or three sous worth of ¥niting to do. 
There were others, (and thèse were many) that Mary 
after wandering about for six or seven hours firom 
one honse to anether, hoping to sell some of her 
work, sometimes meeting with an abrupt refusai, 
fiometimes put off till the next day, came home with- 
out a farthing. At other times when she carried home 
to the diessmaker's some work, which she had taken 
the greatest pains to finish, she was told that she 
was gone eut, and had left no orders that Mary shonld 
he paid, and Mary, who did not dare to be pressing, 
came home with a hea^y heart and tearful eyes, and 
without the franc which she depended upon, to buy 
a little bread, some beans, ol: some potatoes. On 
those evenings, there was no supper, and exhausted 
by nearly a whole day's fasting, with long walks and 
hard work, they would go to bed, to try and escape 
the pangs of hunger. Leopold would strike his fore- 
head with his hands, and Mary before lying down, 
would fetch her Bible, and read a chapter, usually 
one of those beautiful Fsalms, in which Eing David 
relates his sufierings, and at the same time expresses 
his unshaken confidence in the .Bock of his trust ; 
and after this they would go to sleep, to begin again 
the same routine the next day; Leopold more de- 
sponding than eyer,Maiy strengthened by the Word 



jLAx/ iiou no more business than he 

self; and soon after this, the diessmi 
several of her workwomen for want ol 
though she continued, ont of compa 
Mary a little work, telling her at tl 
that it would not last long, nor d 
applied at a great many establishment 
where receiyed the same answer: '< 
enongh work to satisfy the applicatif 
made to us." At last a shopkeeper 
her, to make him waistcoats for 8 soi 
tronsers for 6 sous. 

^'Make a waistcoat for 8 sons, am 
trousers for 6!" cried Mary, ''that wc 
possible!" 

''There are otheis who will engage 
and to fumish the thread besides!" 
shopkeeper. And trembling at the id< 
last resouroe might escape her, Mary m 
work at the rate proposed. It took ht 
loms dav oif ♦i»^-* — 
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which was still straggling ai the bottom of hid 
heart, and without saying a word, hc pulled down 
hÎB bat OYcr his eyes, and directed bis steps towards 
ihe fortifications. 

Wbat repentance might he not bave fdt for bid 
former conduct, wbat reflections migbt be not bavs 
made, if be bad now recollected tbe advico of tbo 
doctor, and bis conséquent indignation. He did re- 
member it, but alas! tbe recollection awoke bis 
pride ratber tban bis repentance, and for a moment 
be was on tbe point of tnming back but ^ no matter** 
said be to bimself, ''I am not known, and no one 
will everbe aware tbat I bave so degraded myself," 
and be went on again. 

On reacbing tbe spot be asked for tbe contracter, 
and was sbown into tbe wooden cabin inbabited by 
bim. 

"Wbat do you wantî" asked tbe contracter. 

"Work," stammered Leopold colouring up to tbe 
ejes. 

"It is not possible, sir," replied tbe clcrk drily; 
"you are not in a condition to bandle a spade or a 
wbeel-barrow, besides you are required to bring tools 
and you bave not got any." 

Leopold tumed pale and swallowôd tbe mortifica- 
tion of tbe refusai, and tumed away witbout anotber 
Word." 

" No matter, I will go tbrougb witb it ! tbougbt 
be bitterly, and the next day, be went to tbe offices 
of botb tbe lailroads of wbicb Paris is tbe terminus. 
Tbere, as at tbe fortificationB, be was scrutinized, 
and dismissed onder some plausible protext. Tbis 



^ ..imm^H wuCnt 

" xou see deaiest'* said she to him, ^ 
God loves you : He has alread j fireed 3 
of the fetters in which your pride lu 
Do not oppose His work in you my d 
He cares for yoor sonl, and He will 1 
tom yoor h^trt, and teach you to lo 
Leopold .became by durées . more et 
tened to Maiy's piayers and reflectio 
began to respect as much as he loved her. 
Winter came at length. M. and M( 
¥010 no longer provided with the ne< 
Qonts to protect them against the col 
3ng time past^ their meals, when they co 
hem, consisted only of bread and boiled 
little milk in the moming. The suffeiî 
?ss were now added to those of pore 
ey had already experienced so seyer 
ald no longer work long at a time ; 
qucntly lie down upon her bed to r^ 
ength, and cofiM *»'-■*• - 
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ail showed fraces of extrême poverty, and dast, dis- 
oïder, and even dirt, by degrees gained a footing 
in this gloomy abode. 

Mary bad entreated her bnsband's permission to 
Write tbe wbole truth to Madame Mandar; but 
on tbis point Leopold was inflexible. If we bave 
gacoeeded in faitbfùlly depicting bis cbaracter, tbis 
will surprise no one. 

"No," said be, "I will not bave you make your 
motber uneasy, sbe is already ill, and it would kill 
ber. And as for Cbarles, what conld be do for us ? 
Did be not tell you that be was bimself embarassed 1 

" But be would borrow money." 

" Borrow money to support us at Paris ? tbat be 
would never do. And as to borrowing in order to 
oblige us to corne borne, and pay our joumey, to tbat 
he migbt perbaps make up bis mind, but / could not. 
Go back witb money borrowed from our neigbbours ! 
No, Mary, no. I bad ratber die." 

But tbe reader will say, Tbere was still tbe doctor. 
Wby not go to bim, and confess eyerytbing 1 But on 
tbis point Leopold's opposition was stronger tban on 
any otber, and wbile Mary felt tbe need of entreating 
bis forgiveness, ber busband declared to ber, tbat on 
tbe day tbat sbe went to tbe doctor, or tbat tbe doc- 
tor came to tbem, be would go away and never retum. 

Besides, neitber Leopold nor Mary were aware of 
tbeir real state, tbey boped to get well, and awaited 
tbeir recovery, still sustained by a last remuant of bope. 
Still tbey could not do without food ; and as tbey bad 
notbing left to pawn, tbey sold tbe duplicates wbicb 
tbey bad firom tbe pawnbrotei •, t\i'^ l'^^ ^sas^Rs^ '"^js^^s^ 

1 ^ 



aoBcrioea tbeir lamentable condition, addresse 
to iMursonfi whose namos he knew as having a 
tioQ for wealth or for benevolence, and deliverc 
himsclf. And now, indeed, his pride was t( 
In ono place, a franc was given him ; in anot 
wos taken for ono of the thonsand adventure 
8)H)culato on the cbarity at Paris, and was treate 
au undisguised mistrust wbicb wounded bim d 
but luost fr^uently be was dismissed witbout 
li»tonod to or bis letters opened. 

Some benoToIent people went to lîsit bis aboc 
tinding tbe trutb of wbat Leopold bad written 
$oYt>ial tinM« sent bim food, fuel, and a little i 
KiKvuRigiHl by tbeir kindness, Leopold bab 
appliod to tbom in bis distress, but tben ba{ 
wbat usualW docs bappen in a large town wlû 
aiv assaiW witb entreaties, and wb^re means, bc 
aw|4«\ han> a limit : some became weaiy of g 
v^b^"»» w«iA^ tbat ibe dtfiiiands upoo them wer 
«laully iviM^wvd* gavv Itw; and thèse ramim 
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l)€6t in the world seems to dépend upon the will of 

a stranger,— of an indiffèrent person! 

They cannot conceive what it is to see on eyery coun- 
tenance only contempt, weariness, or anger ; to see the 
baker tired of waiting for payment, — the landlord 
threatening éjection,-— «ven the wealthy patron tired 
of snch a borden ! 

Mary deriyed great comfort from prayer and médi- 
tation. God had been verymerciful to her; He had 
taught her to feel her sin, bat had shown her at the 
same time her Saviour's love ; and Mary, prostrate at 
His feet, bore, aided by His support, the burden of her 
sorrow and her poverty, but no longer that of her 
failings, which she had deposited at the foot of the 
Cross. She ofben shed tears of joy at the thought of 
God*s mercy, and of His providence which would never 
forsake her. She read the Bible regularly with Léo- 
pold, who no loDger ventured to alledge business to 
avoid it. If he did not add aaything to his wife's 
reflections on what was read, at least he listened to 
them, and once Mary was surprised at him opcning the 
Bible, and readiog it by himself with profound atten- 
tion. Oh ! how this sight rejoiced her heart ! She 
thanked God for it, and while she reverenced His 
ways, she understood that sorrow is wholesome for 
man, and then, how ardently did she not implore the 
blessings of the Holy Spirit upon herbeloved Leopold î 

Meanwhile, both were growing worse. Mary could 
only leave her bed for a few hours ; and at length 
came a day in which she could not leave it at ail, and 
the evcning of that day wore on without oither Leopold 
or Maryhaving had anythin^tA qa.^. '^^^^^^^^^^s^bsw 



Ke perceiTed tliat her he«d was wanderii 

wwJs becoming impid and incohérent, he 

il »o longer. Almost beàde bimself he lef 

«««^lùmiQg;, «' She must haye some food,- 

^ ail oo«ts l ^ and h» foond himself in 

wiihout knoviog how to gel that food. Sho 

il ^ Tb^ liMMighl mad» him shndder. Sho 

^>»e hùtts«tf lo Uie x«^ÎKal of a n^ghbon 

k'^Jr. hw CTiNtilor I He ««Ml not, for h 

*»^WA« lo apiwMr Oiiw a^dn wilhoat moi 

<»WM V« d^ K.. $|ie wiis pmshi^g fim wan 

lia* th*| LeofpoW fi»»^ a d«|«aate WBohiti 

«^ W ti> hùiwei«L a» b» ^TKl onehandl 

Sî^ all'^!!ÎL^ « op« qpa« whid 
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bis pocket, and took ont a franc, which he gave to 
Leopold. '' Some broth, some broth ! " cried he, with- 
oat eren tbinking of expressing bis tbanks. In the 
confofiion of bis mind be bad wandered far firom bis 
wietcbed dwelling to wbicb be now retomed, carefoUy 
oanying a cap of brotb. 

<< Leopold!" cried Mary, as be entered, ''you bad 
lonaken me!" and ber eyes sparkled witb a fearful 
lustre; tben, perceiving tbe cnp, ''Food!" sbe ex- 
elaimed witb an expression of deligbt tbat went to ber 
hosbond's beart, '' Ob ! I am so bongiy, so bongry, 
^ve me some f ood— -quick ! " Sbe seized tbe cap, 
wbicb Leopold still beld ; bat after a few efforts, sbe 
sank doim again on ber pillow, mormaring iaintly, 
'' I cannot, dear, . . . it seems to stop in my tbroat." 

Leopold bad no longer strengtb to speak. At times, 
Maiy's ferer beigbtened and tben sbe woold pray 
fervently, or talk incoberently ; at times, ber weàhiess 
OYerpowered tbe feyer, and tben sbe lay motionless 
and exbansted, ber bead tbrown back on ber pillow. 
Bat wben in ber wanderings sbe spoke of ber motber ; 
wben &ncying berself back at Sanveterre, sbe ad- 
dressed every member of ber family, and said in ber 
soft Yoice to Leopold, '^ Do yoa see bow bappy we are, 
bow God bas blessed as ? Do yoa see oar pretty room ? 
Do yoa see oor little girl, bow bappy sbe looks ; sbe 
understands tbat sbe is at borne ? " Tben Leopold 
felt as if bis beart mast break. " Wretcb," cried be, 
it is I— I wbo bave killed ber ;" and be tbrew bim- 
self on tbe groand, and strack bis bead against tbe 
eold bricks ; tben, rising witb a gestaro of despera- 
tion, be woold exclaim, '' Is tbere no ono— -no onc wbo 
will bave pity upon us, and 8a.Ne xra ttovsL \^îiîi5^\' 
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not even deliyer, was now his only 
it ? where is it ? " muttered he, as 
'' I vill take it : the people to whom 
mended me are pions and charitab 
them to corne aad save her, to sa^ 
acknowledge my faolts, I will liste 
strances, I vill submit to eyeiythii 
compassion npon os, — ^I am sure tl 
take care of my poor dear excelleni 
icstore her to health, and give 
mother!" At this thonght Leo] 
stniggle of pride in his heart^ but, 
conquered it, and repeated in a 1< 
they will give her back to her moth 
retofn to Sauyeterre, were it only t 
to ail those who proudly forsake the 
God has placed them, to follow the 
by their ambition ! '* 

Leopold at length fonnd this le 
sought at the bottom of a box fîill ni 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

CATASTROPHE. 

Habdly had M. and Mdme. Gennont read the letter 
and listened to the statement which Leopold made to 
them in a broken yoice^ before they understood the 
whole as perfectly as if they had foUowed M. and 
Hdme. firmin throagh the whole course of their hopes 
and disappointments. 

This yna by no mcans the first instance they had 
met idth of people throwing away their existence in 
the poiBoits of ambition and self-loye. They had long 
been ûuniliar with eveiy chapter of those lamentable 
historiés, repeated almost eyery year before their eyes, 
mth similar circumstances^ and almost always with 
the same conclusion. 

Although M. and Mdme. Germent were in easy 
circumstances, they were still obliged to put some 
limits to their charity. Many poor persons were sup- 
ported by their alms, and while they promised assist- 
ance to Leopold, they explained to him that although 
they might rescue him for a time from the last extrem- 
ity of indigence, they yet could not save him from 
poverty. They at the same time gave Leopold every 
consolation that the most beneyolent piety could 
«uggest; they soothed him, prayed with hin, and 
did not sufier him to départ until they had loaded 



80 gioomy, curry, ana mconvemenii. m wa 
a dark and filthy passage, whicli led to a 
and more offensive staircase, of whicli tb 
wom (or rather rotted) away ; there were i 
on every landing, and when they opened, 
withdrawn in diognst from the scènes of 
wretchednesB which it eneoonteied. 

Madame Germent asoended to the fif! 
entered the garret inhabited by M. and 
min ; the stove, in which bumed the w« 
had sent that momîng, filled the loom 
smoke; a skylight admitted a little lig 
smoky atmosphère;, a chair, a worm-eal 
drawers, and a trackle-bed, on the edge 
Mary scantily dothed, were ail the fom 
scène of soiSering. 

^<0h! Madame, you are an angel of co 
Mary, who was still exdted by ferer, "i 
that you can stoop to enter this filthy abc 

The astonishment of the poor on re< 
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Madame Gcrmont seated herself beside Mary, and 
listened to her history, in which there was not one 
Word of reproacli against Leopold ; then, as was lier 
custom^ she opened her Bible, read a few verses aload, 
and commented npon them. Thèse exhortations and 
prayers, and passages of Scripture, did much to 
strengthen and console Mary. They fell like a re- 
freshing dew npon her heart. To hâve foond friends, 
and Christian friends, was indeed a blessed sign of 
her Saviour's love and mercy, for which Mary fervently 
thanked Him. It was a great happiness to her to 
open her heart ; she felt the need of speaking of her 
own failings and of Christ's mercy, and of her faith in 
that Redeemer who had died on the Cross for her. 
It was évident that the Holy Spirit was carrying on 
His blessed work in her heart, and the energy of fever 
gave additional strength to her words. 

Leopold listened in silence. A great stmggle was 
going on within him. Sometimes he was ready to 
exdaim in the words of his conscience, " I am a misér- 
able sinner!" and he longed also to be admittedto 
the knowledge of his Savionr ; sometimes his former 
pride would again rise in his heart and obscure his 
perceptions of his own moral state, and of the all- 
powerful grâce of God. 

Madame Germent promised to retum, and she did 
so. Matters were going on badly. Madame Firmin's 
disease had made feaxfol progress ; she spat blood and 
was very weak, and ail day sat (or rather lay) in a 
gmall chair beside the stove. 

" Oh ! Madame," cried she, on perceiving Madame 
Germent, ''send us away from Paris, let us gp; 

IK. 
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be saved ? Hâve yon foigotten the thief npon the 
cross, and the ansWer that Jésus made to him 1 . . . 
Bo not believe him. Madame," added she, tuniiiig to 
Madame Germont, *' I am as much to blâme as he is ; 
like him, I was misled by yanity, and I helped to mis- 
lead him. Tes, Leopold, we are both sinners, — ^we 
neie botli lost sheep, — ^yet my beloved Leopold, we 
shall both haye onr portion in heaven." 

After a few minutes spent in oonversation, reading, 
and prayer, Madante Germont said that ehe would 
biing a doctor, and that if he approved of it, the jour- 
ney shoold take place. 

" Do not delay, I entreat you," said Mary, for we 
are yeiy weak. The day before yesterday the son was 
shîiùng, and cheered as we were by yoor yisit, we 
txied to go as far as the flower-market to breathe a 
little pure air ; we hoped that the sight of those beau- 
tiful plants and their sweet peifume would revive us ; 
it is a ten minutes' walk from hère to the market, and it 
took us a whole kour to get home. We could scarcely 
crawl. Leopold gave me his arm, but I afforded 
him almost more support than he could give me, and 
every now and then we were obliged to stop and lean 
against a wall. Oh ! how glad we should haye been 
of the support of a young and robust arm ; and plenty 
of young people passed by, but they only looked at us, 
and some stopped to see how we should manage, not 
one offered to assist us. Leopold could scarcely res- 
train his tears. and I prayed to Gfod to hclp us, and he 
heard me, for we were able to climb up hither again, 
bat this effort has completely knocked us up." 

The doctor came in the coxobq ol ^<^ ^^ \^^ 
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agàn, with great difficulty, and both of ns boing 
lelzed with a sMyering fit, we went to bed, and hère 
we are." 

Madame Germent perceiyed plainly how critical 
theîr âtnation was. She felt that thèse poor créa- 
tares conld net be left to themselyes. A lady, one 
of her friends, joined with her in defraying the 
expenses rendered necessary by the increasing ilhiess 
of M. and Mdme. Firmin ; they provided a good and 
pions nnrse to sit up with them at night, and 
Madame Germont's maid, a young woman, whose 
lieaxt was imbued with the precepts of the Gospel, 
took care of them during the day, and cleaned their 
wretched room. 

AU this care and kindness, filled Mary's heart 
with gratitude, and touched Leopold deeply. When 
Eliza swept their garrot, nndismayed by the dirt 
and eyen the yermin by which it was infested; 
when gently raising the head of the inyalids, she 
wonld giye them something to drink; when sup- 
porting them in her arms, she would smooth their 
bed of sickness, Mary wonld gaze after her, her 
eyes filled with tears of gratitude, and Leopold 
would sometimes press her kind hand with an 
expression of thanks, which deeply affected the 
humble and pious seryant. 

M. and Mdme. Firmin constantly spoke of their 
joumey ; they did not perceiye that it became every 
day more impracticable. Madame Firmin, in whose 
heart, the loye of God had made rapid progress, by 
degrees ceased to clîng to ^<^ Sàfâ^ '^ ^ ^s^îs^ 
meeting with hox famû.^. ^via^ ^^ ^^"^ -iiïi^sssst 
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—I commend my child to you, and then, I hâve still 
a weight on my mind. I should like to see doctor N. 
and beg his pardon, — ^you will go and tell him that 
a poor dying woman " 

"Dying," cried Leopold," "oh, no, no, God will not, 

God " Maiy looked at him, and he was silent ; she 

had hardly strength to speak." She continued with 
diffîculty^ "my dearest husband, the Lord is my Sa- 
viour and yours — ^yours too Leopold," and she sank 
back on her pillow. Eliza was praying in silence ; 
"pray aloudi" murmuied Maiy, and Eliza obeyed; 
commended thèse predoos soûls to Jésus, — ^to Jésus 
' the Way, the Truth and the lôfe ;' she implored the 
Holy Ghost, the promised Comforter, to support them 
in their last struggle. A sigh was heard, and Mary 
was no more. Her hands wero still clasped^ her coun- 
tenance was tranquil as that of an «agel, a happy 
smile seemed to play upon her lîps. " Why do you 
stop ? murmured Leopold, tuming to Eliza with a look 
of terror. She could not answer ; he tumed to Maiy, 
took her hands, looked at her without speaking, as if 
bewildered, and th^ covered his head with the bed 
clothes, and not a sound was heard but his convulsive 
sobs. 

Was not this miseiy ? Sidj^^ side on the same bed 
lay the one dead and the otïlnying ! 

Two hours passed before a bed could be procured on 
which to lay out the corpse, and for those two hours it 
remained by the side of the broken-hearted husband. 

It was this lastblow which was to conquor tho hardues^ 

of Leopold's hearfc. "Whcn lie Eît\ï "VvKt \vi ^ik!W& xssss'^^sçc- 

lees with a smilc upon hoï i^»CiQ \ \(W^ \ia ^"^^^^ 



mgtil prostrated him at the foot of the cross, 
ad not strength to laise his eyes to his Savi 
ut Eliza and Madame Geimont prayed for him ^ 
lit ceasing, until their prayers were heard. 

Ail the last sad offices were performed for Mar 
ieopold*s sighty not one of the neighbours would I 
mt a corner of their lodgîng in which to deposit 
orpse, and perhaps too it would not there hâve 
ith the respect that was its due. For two days 
orpse remained in the same room, and Leopold, w 
tie tears streamed down bis fevered and bun 
lieeks, witnessed the final departure of the me 
smains of his bdoved companion. 

He himself got rapidly worse. Eliza redoubled 
indness and her prayers ; there were times whei 
3emed to hold &st the blessed promises of Script 
nd others when they appeaied to escape from 
rasp. In his delirium, he asked for his daughter, 
Lving mémorial of his Mary ; then he &ncied he 
ecovering, and enquired about the spot where his 
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ened child, who was looking ronnd for her nnrse, 
" listen, we will go together to your mother's grave, 
aDd we will pray together there, and I will take you 
back to Sauveteiie, I will not forsake you ; no, no, I 
will not let you die of hunger — ^no." 

Dhe last day came. Leopold appeared more calm ; 
Seyeral times in the night he begged the nurse to read 
the Scriptnres to him, and pray with him, and sha 
afterwards said that she had observed his hands to be 
constantly clasped, as if in prayer. Towards six 
o'clock in the moming his head became confîised, the 
death struggle began, and he had just breathed his 
last when Ëliza arriyed. 

That littile room, which had witnessed the removal 
of Maiy*s corpse, witnessed similar scènes and a: 
similiir remoyal, only three days later. 

Monsieur and Madame Germont were présent at 
the last cérémonies. The coffîn was carried down 
stairs, and the inhabitants of the house, who three 
days before, had looked with idle curiosity at a 
coffîn being carried down by two men, again came 
forth upon the threshold of their doors, to watch 
the same solemn spectacle with the same indifférence. 
Each one unconcemedly retumed to his usual occu- 
pations, and no one seemed to understand, that 
this event was a waming to ail, and that the death 
of the occupants of that lii^ptgarret, was a message 
sent from God, to the other living inhabitants of 
the house. 

The child was sent back to her grandmother. We 
will not attempt to descnbe the grief of Madame 
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disease, which early developed themfi 
maturcly consigned her to the tomb. 
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